CHAPTER VIII

POLITICAL EXPRESS

THE administration formed by Mr.Bonar Law
was the first Conservative Ministry to hold
office since Mr. Balfour's Government had been
swept away by the great Liberal victory of 1906.
The brilliant figures of the Coalition, such as Lord
Birkenhead and Mr. Austen Chamberlain, figures
with whom the public had been familiar for a genera-
tion and more of political life, were necessarily ex-
cluded from the new Government. Lord Birken-
head indeed scathingly referred to Mr. Bonar Law's
Ministry as being composed of "second-class brains."
Others referred to it as "the Duke's Government."
For was not the Colonial Secretary the Duke of
Devonshire, and was not the Foreign Secretary the
Marquess Curzon? And was not the Secretary for
War the Earl of Derby, and the Secretary for India
the Viscount Peel, and was not the Lord President
of the Council the Marquess of Salisbury? And was not
the Under-Secretary for Air the Duke of Sutherland,
and was not the Under-Secretary for India the Earl
Winterton, and the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Health the Earl Onslow, and the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
the Earl of Ancaster, and the Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Board of Trade the Viscount Wolmer,
and to the Board of Education the Lord Eustace
Percy? And the names of these and others of their
colleagues, are they not written in the Book of
Burke and the Book of DebretR
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